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TRANSLATION 

UKRAINE 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

No. 21/20-410-1228 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine presents its compliments to the Embassy of 

the Russian Federation in Ukraine and, in reply to the Note No. 5583/2dsng of 31 July 2001, 

has the honour to transmit herewith the draft Declaration of the Presidents of Ukraine and 

the Russian Federation concerning the legal status of the Sea of Azov, the Kerch Strait, and 

delimitation of maritime areas in the Black Sea. 

The Ukrainian Side is ready to discuss this draft Declaration during the Ukrainian-

Russian negotiations on 8 August 2001 in Kiev. 

The Ministry avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Embassy the assurances of 

its high consideration. 

Attachment: idem, 2 pages. 

Kiev, 6 August 2001 

EMBASSY 

OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

Kiev 
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Draft 

DECLARATION OF THE PRESIDENTS 

OF UKRAINE AND THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

on Determining the Legal Status of the Sea of Azov, the Kerch Strait 

and Delimiting of Maritime Areas in the Black Sea 

The President of Ukraine and the President of the Russian Federation, 

Building on the historically close ties and relations of friendship and cooperation between 

the peoples of Ukraine and Russia, 

In keeping with the provisions of the Treaty on Friendship, Cooperation and Partnership 

between Ukraine and the Russian Federation of 31 May 1997, 

Recognizing that strengthening friendly, good neighbourly relations and mutually beneficial 

cooperation serves the core interests of the peoples of Ukraine and Russia as well as the purposes of 

peace and international security, 

Considering interaction in the use of the water area of the Sea of Azov an important element 

of economic cooperation between Ukraine and the Russian Federation, 

Noting the urgent need for ensuring the safety and security of navigation, preventing illegal 

activities and avoiding situations arising from the lack of coordination between the competent 

authorities of Ukraine and the Russian Federation in the Sea of Azov, 

Driven by the willingness to formulate mutually beneficial principles and ways of settling 

issues related to the legal status of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait as well as delimitation of 

maritime areas in the Black Sea, 

Taking into consideration the previous arrangements and outcomes of the negotiation 

process, 

Have agreed that there is a need to intensify the negotiation process at the level of 

plenipotentiary delegations with a view to settling the whole range of issues related to determination 

of the legal status of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait as well as delimitation of maritime areas 

in the Black Sea, in particular on the basis of the following interrelated approaches as agreed: 

I. The Sea of Azov retains the status of internal waters of Ukraine and the Russian 

Federation, as successor states of the former USSR, and should be delimited by a state border line 

in order to determine the limits of each state's sovereignty. 
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II. Functional zones of responsibility and control of each state as well as the area of joint use

will be established in water area of the Sea of Azov. For the purposes of subsurface resources 

management, zones of sovereign rights of Ukraine and the Russian Federation over the seabed of 

the Sea of Azov will be determined. 

III. The waters of the Sea of Azov are closed for warships of third states.

IV. Coordinates of the existing state border line between Ukraine and the Russian

Federation in the Kerch Strait will be specified in a separate treaty. 

V. Maritime areas in the Black Sea will be delimited on the basis of the median line 

principle. 

VI. Draft bilateral agreements should be updated, drawn up and negotiated to regulate

cooperation in the Black Sea, the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait on matters of border control; 

fishery; conservation of the living resources; preservation of the environment and prevention, 

reduction and control of pollution; safety of navigation and regulation of maritime traffic; mutual 

assistance in the fight against violation of customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws and rules; 

etc. 

President of Ukraine 

L. KUCHMA 

President of the Russian Federation 

V. PUTIN 

__________ “__” ________ 2001 
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